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The Eclipse of Liberalism
The victims and " conspirators " included Asquith, who had borne the chief responsibility during the first two and a half years of the war, and been Prime Minister for a longer period continuously than any other man since Lord Liverpool. Faithlessness was the watchword, and there could be no exceptions. Asquith returned to Parliament as member for Paisley early in 1920 after a vigorous election campaign in which he had expounded a comprehensive Liberal policy. Meanwhile, the Liberal party had been broken beyond repair, and scores of able and experienced men found themselves excluded from Parliament, and with little prospect of returning there." The official Opposition was now Labour in virtue of its superior numbers. This had far-reaching results on domestic politics in the coming years.
No Government appealing to the country for a vote of confidence at such a time could have failed to obtain a commanding majority. But the appeal of the Government for an overwhelming majority—a majority which would wipe out opposition—led to excited and embittered electioneering in which the Government more and more presented itself as battling with opponents who desired to " spare the Germans." On the day after the Armistice, when the Prime Minister had summoned his Liberal followers to Downing Street, he had spoken to them of a peace " based on the fundamental principles of righteousness/ and of the need of putting away " base, sordid, squalid ideas of vengeance and of avarice." Before the election was over he had promised to prosecute the ex-Kaiser, to punish German officers, to expel or exclude Germans from Great Britain, to " exact the last penny we can get out of Germany to the limit of her capacity." 1
It was with these pledges that Mr. Lloyd George and his colleagues went to the Peace Conference that was now to follow.
1 This capacity was currently believed to be 24,000 millions. In stating this figure Mr. Lloyd George added that "having consulted the financial advisers he could not honestly encourage the hope that we should get so much." " If Germany has a greater capacity she must pay up to the very last penny."mth, who objected to judges being involved in political ;am» proposed that Ae inquiry should be conducted by a Select Committee of the House of Commons. When the question was debated (May 9) the Prime^ Minister withdrew the offer of inquiry, but Asquith persisted in his a motion Cor Select Committee* and it was supported by 106 Liberal members.
